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Dear parents and carers,
I hope that you and your families continue to be well. We are so looking forward to seeing
more pupils return to Benedict Biscop next week and can’t wait for the day when we will
eventually see the whole of the school return. I know that the Government has recently
changed its plans regarding the wider opening of schools, but we will continue to work
towards achieving this aim as soon as it is safely possible. Thank you for remaining
positive in this ever changing climate!
In the last few weeks, we have had an increase in the numbers of pupils who are accessing
our child care provision for the children of critical/key workers and vulnerable pupils.
This been managed with great success and we are confident that all the measures we have
put in place for the wider opening of the school to other year groups will be as successful.
School have deep cleaned areas, we now have additional cleaning staff working throughout
the day [cleaning areas when pupils are learning outside or during breaks], additional
tables etc. have been removed to create more specious areas, all staff are now trained in
First Aid, pupils are no longer expected to share resources as we have created
personalised learning packs i.e. with their own IPad. Child friendly signage is displayed
to support the children, along with our adapted new school rules and we have supported
staff to ensure that the curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of the children who are
returning, to name just a few of the things we have implemented.
When the pupils return, we are aiming to make learning as fun and enjoyable as possible,
whilst providing personalised support for pupils in the areas they have missed and need.
We are currently planning to open to Reception pupils on the 22nd June, however we are
saddened that it is likely that we are not able to bring further year groups in at present, as
we want to ensure that the provision we are providing is safe. As always we will continue
to review the return of other year groups and keep parents updated if there are any
changes.
I would once again like to thank families for their continued support, not only with their
child’s learning at home, but with everything that the school are putting in place at
present. This is a unique time, where we are being asked to implement measures which
will help keep our community safe, but also take time to implement and some are new to
our usual way of working with the children.
Thank you for remaining positive and for helping us navigate through this difficult
time…..we really appreciate all your positive comments and thanks. Please continue to
take care and look after each other.
Mrs Armstrong
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INSPIRATIONAL NATURAL
ARTWORK
Each week the National History Museum
are setting a challenge for pupils to create
their own piece of artwork, inspired by
plants and animals from around the
world.
One week, the children were as to create
a piece of artwork inspire by endangered
animals. This piece of Year 6 art uses a
range of sketching and hatching
techniques and I’m sure will agree it is exceptional.

Y1 impressed Mrs Bradford
with their animal riddles! They
included lots of description and
clues to help her work out
which animal they were
describing, thinking about the
animal's features and habitats.
Can you work out which animal
this riddles is describing?
In DT, Year 1 have been looking at
planning, shopping for and making a
picnic! The children wrote recipes,
researched prices through online
shopping websites and finally got to
make and eat their picnic! They look
very scrumptious and lucky we had
some lovely weather to enjoy our picnics
outside, safely.
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Black Hole Science
As part of our Science theme for this half term, Year 6 are looking
different Scientists and Inventors linked to their topics. The
children investigated black holes and
how they linked to forces. We love
these pictures of Kian carrying out
his own experiment.
The children even recorded their
observations and findings.

Deforestation
In Year 4 we have been looking at deforestation as a part of
our rainforest topic. The children have been extremely
passionate about this topic and have researched the effects of
deforestation. We have researched what it is, created posters
and we are going to write a letter to WWF showing our
support and explain what we can do to help. The children
have created their work using persuasive language, powerful
images and inspiring slogans to capture the reader’s
attention.
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The children in EYFS have enjoyed
engaging in STEM activities as part of
their home learning. The children were
challenged to grow their own rainbow!
Children collected their resources and
followed the instructions to carry out
their activity. They used trial and error,
testing different paper, different sized
rainbows and the
amount of water in
their bowls. They also
evaluated their
experiment by
sharing what worked
well and if they were
to do the experiment
again, what they
would do differently.
We are very proud of
what thy achieved!

Y5 THE HIGHWAYMAN

In Year 5 we have been studying the iconic
poem 'The Highwayman', which has linked
with our study of crime and punishment this
term. We have analysed the poetic and
language devices that feature in the poem in
vast detail; whilst also examining the great
range of punctuation and grammar. In
addition, we have written a variety of
fantastic versions of the story in different
formats from dazzling diaries to powerful
poems, and as you can see, top notch
newspaper reports.
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Year 3 have been learning about Islam and
have created their own children's information
books about Muslim worship. They had to
make sure that their books had lots of
pictures and that any key words were
explained so that they were suitable for
children. The children also explored another
genre and wrote their own short adventure
story!

CODING
The children in Year 2 were asked
to complete an unplugged coding
activity about algorithms. The
children had to follow an algorithm
to draw a character. They then they
wrote their own algorithm for
someone else to follow.
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